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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A confirmation system for confirming, in a facility that 
can be used by presenting a recording medium capable of recording information, whether or not 
the facility is being used with authorization, comprising: 

an owner registration apparatus placed in the facility and an owner confirmation 
apparatus placed in the facility, 

the recording medium being capable of recording information on a use status of the 
recording medium in the facility, 

wherein the owner registration apparatus comprises: 

a recording medium reading part for reading information on a us e status 

e frecorded on the recording medium, 

a first biological infomnation obtaining part for checking the use status of the 

recording medium in the facility from the information read by the recording medium 

reading part, and obtaining first biological information from an owner of the recording 

medium in a case where it is determined that the recording medium is presented for a 

first time in the facility, bas e d on tho r e ad information on tho us e status of the r e cord i ng 

medium, and 

a biological information storing part for storing the obtained first biological 
information in the recording medium; and 

the owner confirmation apparatus comprises: 

a recording medium reading part for reading the information on th e us e 

status of recorded on the recording medium and th e first biolog i ca l i nformat i on ; 

a second biological information obtaining part for checking the use status of the 
recording medium in the facility from the information read from the recording medium 
reading part, and obtaining second biological information from the owner of the recording 
medium, in a case where it is determined that the recording medium is presented at a 
second, later time in the facilit y, bas e d on th e obta i n e d i nformat i on on th e us e status of 
th e r e cord i ng m e d i um ; and 

a determining part for determining whether or not the owner at the time of the first 
presentation of the recording medium is the same as the owner at the second, later time of 
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presentation of the recording medium by comparing the first biological information stored in the 
recording medium with the second biological information obtained by the second biological 
information obtaining part. 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A confirmation system according to claim 1 , wherein 
the owner registration apparatus further comprises: 

a read data checking part for checking the use status of the recording medium in the 
facility from the information read by the recording medium reading part, and checking whether or 
not the recording medium is being used with proper authorization , bas e d on the i nformat i on on 
th e us e status r e ad i n th e r e cord i ng m e d i um r e ad i ng part ; and 

a recording medium writing part for writing, in a case of use with proper authorization, the 
information on the use status of the recording medium in the recording medium, and writing, in a 
case of use without proper authorization, inyalidity information on the recording medium and the 
information on the use status in the recording medium. 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A confirmation system according to claim 2, wherein 
the owner confirmation apparatus further comprises: 

a use status checking part for checking the use status of the recording medium in the 
facility from the information read by the recording medium reading part, and checking w hether or 
not the recording medium is being used with proper authorization , bas e d on tho informat i on on 
the us e status r e ad i n the r e cord i ng m e d i um r e ad i ng part ; and 

a recording medium writing part for writing, in a case of use with proper authorization, the 
information on the use status, and writing, in a case of use without proper authorization, invalidity 
information on the recording medium and the information on the use status in the recording 
medium. 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A confirmation system for confirming, in a facility that 
can be used by presenting a recording medium capable of recording information, whether or not 
the facility is being used with authorization, comprising: 

an owner registration apparatus placed in the facility, an owner confirmation apparatus, 
and a database, accessible from the owner registration apparatus and the owner confirmation 
apparatus, for storing a use status of the recording medium in the facility so as to associate the 
use status with an identifier of the recording medium, wherein the owner registration apparatus 
comprises: 
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a recording medium reading part for reading the identifier of the recording medium from 
the recording medium; 

a first biological information obtaining part for obtaining first biological information from an 
owner of the recording medium in a case where th e databas e i s aooooGod basod on th e 
i d e nt i fi e r of th e r e cord i ng m e d i um and it is determined that the recording medium is presented 
for a first time in the facility based on the information on the use status of th e r e cord i ng 
m e d i um extracted from the database, using the identifier read in the recording medium reading 
part as key information : and 

a biological information storing part for registering the first biological information in the 
database so as to associate the first biological information with the identifier; 

the owner confirmation apparatus includes: 

a recording medium reading part for reading the identifier of the recording medium from 
the recording medium; 

a second biological information obtaining part for obtaining second biological information 
from the owner of the recording medium in a case where tho database i s acc e osod bas e d on th e 
i dent i fi e r of th e r e cording m e dium, and it is determined that the recording medium is presented 
at second and later time in the facility based on the information on the use status of th e 
rocord i no m e dium extracted from the database, using the identifier read in the recording medium 
reading part as key information : and 

a determining part for determining whether or not the owner at the time of the first 
presentation of the recording medium is the same as the owner at the second, later presentation 
of the recording medium by comparing the first biological information stored in the database, so 
as to be associated with the identifier, with the second biological information obtained in the 
second biological information obtaining part. 

5. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A confirmation system according to claim 4, 
wherein the owner registration apparatus further comprises: 

a read data checking part for checking whether or not the recording medium is being 
used with proper authorization, based on the information on a use state extracted from the 
database, using the identifier read in the recording medium reading part as key information; and 

a recording medium writing part for writing, in a case of use with proper authorization, the 
information on a use status of the recording medium in the database and writing, in a case of 
use without proper authorization, invalidity information on the recording medium and the 
information on a use status in the database. 
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6. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A confirmation system according to claim 5, 
wherein the owner confirmation apparatus further comprises: 

a use status checking part for checking whether or not the recording medium is being 
used with proper authorization, based on the information on a use status extracted from the 
database, using the identifier read in the recording medium reading part as key information; and 

a recording medium writing part for writing, in a case of use with proper authorization, the 
information on a use status in the database, and writing, in a case of use without proper 
authorization, invalidity information on the recording medium and the information on a use status 
in the database. 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for confirming, in a facility that can be used 
by presenting a recording medium capable of recording information, whether or not the facility is 
being used with authorization, wherein: 

an owner registration apparatus and an owner confirmation apparatus are located in the 

facility; 

the recording medium is capable of recording information on a use status of the 
recording medium in the facility, 

the owner registration apparatus reads information on a us e status of recorded on the 
recording medium-aft4, 

checks a use status of the recording medium in the facility from the read information, and 
in a case where it is determined that the recording medium is presented for a first time in the 
facility, bas e d on th e i nformat i on on th e us e status of th e r e cord i ng m e d i um, obtains first 
biological information from an owner of the recording medium and registers the first biological 
information in the recording medium : 

the owner confirmation apparatus reads the information on th e us e status of recorded on 
the recording medium and th e first b i o l og i ca l i nformat i on and , 

checks the use status of the recording medium in the facility from the read information, 
and in case where it is determined that the recording medium is presented at a second, later 
time in the facility bas e d on th e information on th e us e status of th e r e cord i ng m e d i um: obtains 
second biological information from the owner of the recording medium, and 

determines whether or not the owner at the time of first presentation of the recording 
medium is the same as the owner at the second, later time of presentation of the recording 
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medium by comparing the registered first biological information with the obtained, second 
biological information. 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for confirming , in a facility that can be used 
by presenting a recording medium capable of recording information, whether or not the facility is 
being used with authorization, wherein an owner registration apparatus and an owner 
confirmation apparatus are located in the facility and are capable of accessing a database for 
storing a use status of the recording medium in the facility so as to associate the use status with 
an identifier of the recording medium, comprising: 

using the owner registration apparatus, reading the identifier of the recording medium 
from the recording medium, and 

in a case where th e databas e is acc e ss e d bas e d on th e i d e nt i fi e r of th e r e cording 
m e dium and it is determined that the recording medium is presented for a first time in the facility, 
hfiR e d on th e i nformation on th e us e status of th e rocord i ng m e dium. based on the information on 
the use status extracted from the database, using the identifier read from the recording medium 
as key information, obtaining first biological information from an owner of the recording medium 
and storing the first biological information in the database so as to associate the first biological 
information with the identifier; 

using the owner confirmation apparatus, reading the identifier of the recording medium 
from the recording medium, and 

in a case where the databas e i s access e d basod on th e i dent i fi e r of the r e cord i ng 
med i um and it is determined that the recording medium is being presented a second, later time 
in the facility, hf^r. fi d on th e i nformation on th e us e status of the r e cord i ng m e d i um, based on 
information on the use status extracted from the database, using the identifier read from the 
recording medium as key information, obtaining second biological information from the owner of 
the recording medium, and 

determining whether or not the owner at the time of first presentation of the recording 
medium is the same as the owner at the second and later presentation of the recording medium 
by comparing the stored first biological information in, with the obtained, second biological 
information. 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable recording medium storing a 
program for controlling the computer to confirm, in a facility that can be used by presenting a 
recording medium capable of recording information, whether or not the facility is being used with 
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authorization, and wherein an owner registration apparatus and an owner confirmation 
apparatus are located in the facility, and the recording medium is capable of recording 
information on a use status of the recording medium in the facility, by: 

controlling the owner registration apparatus to read information on a us e status 
o frecorded on the recording medium-afjd, 

to check the use status of the recording medium in the facility from the read information, 
and in a case where it is determined that the recording medium is presented for a first time in the 
facility, bas e d on th e i nformat i on on th e us e status of th e r e oord i no m e d i um, obta i n i ng to obtain 
first biological information from an owner of the recording medium and stef4ftg -to store the first 
biological information in the recording medium, 

controlling the owner confirmation apparatus to read information on th e us e status of 
recorded on the recording medium and th e r e corded first b i o l ogica l i nformation and , 

to check the status of the recording medium in the facility from the read information, and 
in a case where it is determined that the recording medium is presented for a second, later time 
in the facilit y bas e d on th e i nformation on tho us e status of tho recording m e d i um , obtain i ng to 
obtain second biological information from the owner of the recording medium, and 

d e t e rmining to determine w hether or not the owner at the time of first presentation of the 
recording medium is the same as the owner at the second, later presentation of the recording 
medium by comparing the first biological information stored in the recording medium with the 
obtained second biological information. 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable recording medium storing a 
program for controlling the computer to confirm, in a facility that can be used by presenting a 
recording medium capable of recording information, whether or not the facility is being used with 
authorization, and wherein an owner registration apparatus and an owner confirmation 
apparatus are located in the facility, by: 

controlling the owner registration apparatus and the owner confirmation apparatus to 
access a database for storing a use status of the recording medium in the facility so as to 
associate the use status with an identifier of the recording medium; 

controlling the owner registration apparatus to read the identifier of the recording medium 
from the recording medium and, in a case where th e dat a bas e is access e d bas e d on th e 
i dentif ie r of th e r e cording m e d i um and it is determined that the recording medium is presented 
for a first time in the facility, bas e d on th e i nformat i on on th e us e status of th e r e cord i ng med i um, 
based on the information on the use status extracted from the database, using the identifier read 



7 



Serial No. 09/808,004 

from the recording medium as key information, obta i n i ng to obtain first biological information 
from the owner of the recording medium and r e g i st e ring to register the first biological information 
in the database so as to associate the first biological information with the identifier; 

controlling the owner confirmation apparatus to read the identifier of the recording 
medium from the recording medium and, in a case where th e data bas e i s acoossod bas e d on 
th e i d e nt i fi e r of th e r e cord i ng m e d i um and it is determined that the recording medium is 
presented at a second, later time in the facility, bas e d on th e i nformat i on on tho use status of th e 
recording m e d i um, obtain i ng based on information on the use status extracted from the 
database, using the identifier read from the recording medium as key information, to obtain 
second biological information from the owner of the recording medium, and 

d e t e rm i ning to determine whether or not the owner at the time of first presentation of the 
recording medium is the same as the owner at the second, later presentation of the recording 
medium by comparing the first biological information stored in the database so as to be 
associated with the identifier with the obtained, second biological information. 

11 . (New) A method for confirming ownership, comprising: 

checking whether a recording medium is being presented for a first time; and 
obtaining first biological information from a first owner of the recording medium and 

registering the first biological information in the recording medium if the recording medium is 

being presented for the first time. 

12. (New) The method for confirming ownership of claim 11, comprising further: 
checking whether the recording medium is being presented for a second or subsequent . 

time; and 

obtaining second biological information from a second owner of the recording medium 
and determining whether the second owner is the same as the first owner by comparing the 
second biological information to the first biological information. 
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